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PHMSA advances significant changes in 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
Hughes Arrell Kinchen LLP 
 
On June 26, 2015 PHMSA issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
which includes increased regulation in several key pipeline safety areas. 
The notice includes significant changes to the Operator Qualification 
rule, new required Control Room training, faster accident reporting, new 
renewal requirements for Special Permit holders, and new reporting on 
flow reversal and product changes. The NPRM includes new over-
pressure protection inspection requirements for Transmission pipelines 
delivering to farm taps. In addition, the notice proposes PHMSA’s cost 
recovery fee structure for major project design review. 
 
Key changes advanced include: 
 
Proposed Requirements to inspect Farm taps 
PHMSA is proposing to amend Part 192, Subpart M-Maintenance by 
adding a new section that prescribes inspection activities under the ex-
isting States and Federal pipeline safety inspection programs for pres-
sure regulators and overpressurization protection equipment on service 
lines that originate from transmission, gathering, or production pipe-
lines. Currently, Federal pipeline safety requirements do not include 
overpressurization protection for farm taps. This new requirement 
would include inspection of farm-tap pressure regulating/limiting de-
vice, relief device and automatic shutoff device every 3-years to make 
sure these safety equipment are in good working conditions. 
While adding new requirements for transmission pipelines, PHMSA 
proposes to exclude farm taps from the requirements of the Distribution 
Integrity Management Program (DIMP). 
 
Proposed Changes to Significantly Expand Operator Qualification 
(OQ) 
PHMSA is proposing to expand the existing OQ rule scope to cover new 
construction and other currently uncovered tasks by redefining a 
“covered task.” PHMSA is proposing to eliminate the 4 part test for 
determining a covered task and proposed to define a covered task as any  
maintenance, construction or emergency response task the operator 
identifies as affecting the safety or integrity of the pipeline facility. 
Other proposed changes to OQ include: 
 A new requirement for evaluators of individuals performing cov-

ered tasks, including training requirements for new construction 
tasks as the current OQ requirements do not include new construc-
tion tasks; 

 A “Program Effectiveness” requirement at §192.807 and 195.507 to 
ensure that operators complete a review of the effectiveness of their 
OQ program; 

  additional record requirements in § 192.809 and 195.509 that are 
normally reviewed during the inspection of OQ programs and are 
necessary to provide a thorough overview of an OQ program. The 

       additional records would include records that document 
       evaluators’ performance and program effectiveness; 
 a new paragraph (b)(5) to §§ 192.631 and 195.446 to require 

each operator to define the roles and responsibilities and 
qualifications of others who have the authority to direct or 
supersede the specific technical actions of controllers; 

 clarification of requirements addressing management of 
change and the communication of those changes; and  

 adding gathering lines to the OQ rule through modification 
of §§ 192.9 and 195.11 to require operators to establish and 
administer an OQ program covering personnel who perform 
work on Type A gas gathering lines in Class 2 locations, 
regulated Type B onshore gas gathering lines and regulated 
hazardous liquids gathering lines in rural locations. 

 
Proposed Changes to Integrity Management: Pipeline Assess-
ment Tools 
PHMSA proposes to incorporate by reference the following con-
sensus standards into 49 CFR Part 195: API STD 1163, “In-Line 
Inspection Systems Qualification Standard” (August 2005); 
NACE Standard Practice SP0102-2010 “Inline Inspection of 
Pipelines” NACE SP0204-2008 “Stress Corrosion Cracking Di-
rect Assessment;” and ANSI/ASNT ILI-PQ-2010, “In-line In-
spection Personnel Qualification and Certification” (2010). Also, 
PHMSA proposes to allow pipeline operators to conduct assess-
ments using tethered or remote control tools not explicitly dis-
cussed in NACE SP0102-2010, provided the operators comply 
with applicable sections of NACE SP0102-2010. 
While this proposed rulemaking action addresses only Part 195, 
PHMSA is considering a similar proposed requirement in 49 CFR  
Part 192 for gas pipelines. 
 
Taking Discretion out of Drug and Alcohol Testing 
PHMSA proposes to require drug testing of employees after an 
accident and allowing exemption from drug testing only when 
there is sufficient information that establishes the employee(s) 
had no role in the accident. The change would require operators 
to document specific reasons justifying when testing was not ad-
ministered and to keep such documentation for at least three 
years. 
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Winter Operations Packets Coming Soon 
 
IMGA is providing Winter Op-
erations Packets to all of our 
purchasing members. 
 Packets will be mailed in the 
middle of October and will in-
clude a winter weather forecast, 
NYMEX settlement price 
graph, your community’s an-
nual usage graph, your percent-
age of fixed winter volumes 
graph, and your winter risk 
management price graph.  
We hope you will find this in-
formation useful when you are 
planning for future winters. 

OQ Training Sessions to Resume 
 

 IMGA is pleased to announce that the OQ training program will be starting up 
again in December.  This training season courses will be offered on Odorization & Purg-
ing; Tapping & Stopping/Valves; and Regulating Devices.   
 
All courses will be offered in two locations, one in Auburn, Illinois: Odorization & Purg-
ing, December 1, 2015; Tapping & Stopping Valves, January 26, 2016 and Regulating 
Devices, March 1, 2016 and one 
in Pinckneyville, Illinois: Odori-
zation & Purging, December 9, 
2015; Tapping & Stopping 
Valves, February 3, 2016 and 
Regulating Devices, March 2, 
2016. Thus, making a day trip 
convenient for all.  
 
All sessions will continue to have 
a classroom component as well as 
hands on experience. 
 


